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this is a comprehensive study of the life of nasir khusraw one of the foremost
poets of the persian language and a major ismaili thinker and writer celebrated
for a poetry that combines art with philosophy trusted for the details of his
travels throughout the middle east revered and criticized for his theological
texts he remains one of the most fascinating figures in islamic history and
literature this volume also includes sections of his work

a renowned poet philosopher and traveller of the 11th century nasir i khusraw
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was also a major ismaili thinker and author of the iranian lands his ismaili
writings exclusively in persian have been preserved through the centuries by
the ismaili communities of the upper oxus and badakhshan now situated in
tajikistan and afghanistan this is a study of nasir i khusraw s life and aspects of
his theological and philosophical thought in the context of his times the author
has devoted more than ten years of study to this subject and includes in the
book a detailed classification of nasir s different genres of writings and a
summary of medieval as well as modern biographical studies bloomsbury
publishing

based on extensive long term fieldwork in the borderlands of afghan and tajik
badakhshan this book explores the importance of local leaders and local
identity groups for the stability of a state s borders and ultimately for the
stability of the state itself it shows how the implantation of formal institutional
structures at the border a process supported by united nations and other
international bodies can be counterproductive in that it may marginalise local
leaders and alienate the local population thereby increasing overall instability
the study considers how in this particular borderland where trafficking of illegal
drugs weapons and people is rampant corrupt customs and border personnel
and imperfect new institutional arrangements contributed to a complex mix of
oppression hidden protest and subtle resistance which benefitted illicit traders
and hindered much needed humanitarian work the book relates developments
in this region to borderlands elsewhere especially new borders in the former
soviet bloc and argues that local leaders and organisations should be given
semi autonomy in co ordination with state border forces in order to increase
stability and the acceptance of the state

elias john wilkinson gibb 1857 1901 was a scottish orientalist who was born and
educated in glasgow after studying arabic and persian he developed an interest
in turkish language and literature especially poetry and in 1882 he published
ottoman poems translated into english verse in the original forms this was a
forerunner to the six volume classic presented here a history of ottoman poetry
published in london between 1900 and 1909 gibb died in london of scarlet fever
at the age of 44 and only the first volume of his masterpiece appeared before
his death his family entrusted to his friend edward granville browne 1862 1926 a
distinguished orientalist in his own right who had made a special study of
babism the task of posthumously publishing the five remaining volumes
browne characterized the work as one of the most important if not the most
important critical studies of any muhammadan literature produced in europe
during the last half century the first volume contains a long and compelling
introduction by gibb on the entire subject in which he argues that ottoman
poetry often rose and fell in tandem with ottoman power gibb divides ottoman
poetry into two great schools the old or asiatic circa 1300 1859 which generally
was characterized by its deference to persian influences and the new or
european from 1859 onward which was influenced by french and other western
poetry according to gibb the old or asiatic school went through a four periods a
formative period 1300 1450 a period 1450 1600 in which works were modeled
after the persian poet jami a period 1600 1700 dominated by the influences of
persian poets urfi shirazi and sa'ib tabrizi and a period of uncertainty that lasted
until 1859 the european school that followed was inaugurated by ibrahim sinasi
1826 71 who in 1859 produced a small but momentous collection of french
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poetry translated into turkish verse the influence of the collection was far
reaching and eventually changed the course of ottoman poetry gibb is known
for his masterful translations that brilliantly render into english both the
meaning and the form of ottoman persian and arabic poetry for almost a
century after his death a family trust financed the gibb memorial series of
editions and translations into english of arabic persian and turkish texts

for 35 000 years ancient afghanistan was called aryana the light of god has
existed then in 747 ad what is today called afghanistan became khorasan which
mMeans sunrise in dari which was a much larger geographical area in the middle
of the nineteenth century the name afghanistan which means home of the
united tribes was applied originally by the saxons present day british and the
russians during the great games in the middle of nineteenth century the
durand line was created in 1893 and was in place until 1993 saxons created the
state of afghanistan out of a geographical area roughly the size of texas in 1893
before which there were 10 million square kilometers larger than the size of
canada as means to act as a buffer zone between the saxon india tsarist russia
and the chinese
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way
we read, making books
more accessible than
ever. With the rise of
ebooks, readers can now
carry entire libraries in
their pockets. Among
the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a
popular choice. These
sites offer a treasure
trove of knowledge and
entertainment without
the cost. But what
makes these sites so
valuable, and where can
you find the best ones?
Let's dive into the world
of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free
Ebook Sites

When it comes to
reading, free ebook sites
offer numerous
advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an
avid reader. Free ebook
sites allow you to access
a vast array of books
without spending a
dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the
go, or halfway around
the world, you can
access your favorite titles
anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to
contemporary novels,
academic texts to
children's books, free
ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook
Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their
quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over
60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of
classic literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to
have a webpage for
every book ever
published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows
users to search and
preview millions of
books from libraries and
publishers worldwide.
While not all books are
available for free, many
are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks
in various genres. The
site is user-friendly and
offers books in multiple
formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in
free textbooks and
business books, making
it an excellent resource
for students and
professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks
safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and
protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites
to ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors
and publishers but can
also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device
Safety

Always use antivirus
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software and keep your
devices updated to
protect against malware
that can be hidden in
downloaded files.

Legal
Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.
Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the
book and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook
Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for
educational purposes.

Academic
Resources

Sites like Project
Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous
academic resources,
including textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books
on various skills, from
cooking to
programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling
parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of
educational materials for
different grade levels
and subjects.

5

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook
sites ensures there's
something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction
section is brimming with
options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts
can find biographies,
self-help books,
historical texts, and
more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide
range of subjects,
helping reduce the
financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers
can find a plethora of
children's books, from
picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility
Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come
with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer

audiobooks, which are
great for those who
prefer listening to
reading.

Adjustable Font
Sizes

You can adjust the font
size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier
for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features
can convert written text
into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider
these tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an
e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a
device that offers a
comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it
easy to find and access
your favorite titles.
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Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync your
library across multiple
devices, so you can pick
up right where you left
off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and
limitations.

Quality and
Availability of Titles

Not all books are
available for free, and
sometimes the quality of
the digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how
you use the ebooks you
download, limiting
sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet
Dependency

Accessing and
downloading ebooks
requires an internet
connection, which can
be a limitation in areas
with poor connectivity.

Future of Free
Ebook Sites

The future looks
promising for free ebook
sites as technology
continues to advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will likely
make accessing and
reading ebooks even
more seamless and
enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand
internet access globally
will help more people
benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized,

free ebook sites will play
an increasingly vital role

in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial
burden. They are
invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So

why not explore these
sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge
they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites
legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal.
They typically offer
books that are in the
public domain or have
the rights to distribute
them. How do | know if
an ebook site is safe?
Stick to well-known and
reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and
Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the
site has proper security
measures. Can |
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats,
making them
compatible with various
devices like e-readers,
tablets, and
smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who
prefer listening to their
books. How can |
support authors if | use
free ebook sites? You
can support authors by
purchasing their books
when possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing
their work with others.
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